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On. the 24th, the army began to move back upon the
Tagus, and occupied Guarda. Of all towns in the Peninsula,
this is in the highest situation. Several men died from the
cold, and my wound in the side became very painful. Here
'Massena received several despatches from Berthier, nearly all
two months old; which shows what a mistake Napoleon had
made in thinking that from Paris he could direct the move-
ments of an army in Portugal. These despatches reached
the commander-in-chief in a manner which tip to then had
been unknown in the French army. Prince Berthier had
entrusted them to his aide-de-camp, M. de Canouville, but
that young officer, who was one of the beaux of the army,                     \

seeing the difficulty of reaching Massena's army, was satisfied
with depositing them at Oiudad Eodrigo, and returned to
Paris. Now Paris was the very place from which, on account
of a notorious freak on his part, he was desired to keep away.
The story is as follows : it carries us back to the time when
General Bonaparte was commanding the Army of Italy,
and several ladies of his family joined him. at Milan. One of                    '

them married one of his most attached generals,' and, as in                     I

the fashion of the time, she used, when riding, to wear a                     j

hussar pelisse over her  habit,   Bonaparte   gave   her one,                     j

handsomely furred and with diamond buttons.    Some years                     '\

afterwards, this lady, having lost her first husband, married                    !|,

a* foreign prince.    In the spring of 1811, the Emperor, when *                  \

reviewing the guard in  the  Place  du  Carrousel,  noticed                     \

among Berthier's staff Canouville, wearing the pelisse which                     \

lie had formerly given to his kinswoman, the identity of which                     j;

was established by the fur and the diamonds.    Napoleon re-                     |

cognised them, and displayed much annoyance.    The lady,                     I

ife was said, was severely reprimanded, and one hour later the
imprudent captain received an order to carry despatches to
MassSna, who was enjoined in them to keep that officer with
him for an unstated time. Canouville had his suspicions,
and, as I have just related, took advantage of the chance
which prevented him from entering Portugal. But hardly
had he got back to Paris, when he was packed off again to
the Peninsula, where he arrived very much ashamed at his abandoning Portugal and take the army back
